
NORWAY: visit to a nursery 

 

Kindergarten Ås Center 

Søråsteigen Barnehage. 1430 ÅS 

 

 On the occasion of a recent trip to Oslo, organized with the valuable collaboration of 

OMEP in Norway (Anne Greve) and Spain (Amalia Bayon), and the help of our interpreter Ruth 

Fuentes, a group of teachers had the opportunity to take visit to the educational institution 

mentioned in the town of Ås, near the capital (38 

km), a small community with a population of 

15,000, mostly moving to the city of Oslo to work, 

what makes "dormitory town". 

 

 The school we visited a kindergarten. The 

Kindergarten are centers that take in children ages 

pre-primary school. They were popularized by 

Froebel in the nineteenth century. This type of 

institution is characterized by focusing its 

activities on encouraging the natural development of children by activity and play. So Ås 

Kindergarten. The Norwegian Education System, is not considered a compulsory school age, 

because it starts with the Infant School (which should be our primary, six years), but achieves a 

high degree of assistance (about 90% of children 0-5 years are taught). It may be a result of the 

special attractiveness of the Nordic culture because their children live this period of growth, 

according to the approach he did in his time on his illustrious German pedagogue 

Kindergartens: 

* Outdoor play in permanent contact with nature.  

* Treatment cordial to eliminate all types of coercion and authoritarianism by the 

educators.  

* Development of a comprehensive education between school and family.  

 

http://as.custompublish.com/open-kindergarten-changes-in-the-offer-of-20102011.4809591-125475.html
http://omepnorway.wordpress.com/
http://www.omep-spain.es/


 The Norwegian Ministry, delegates to the councils the management of these centers, 

although their analysis and processing reports are very common, and allow close monitoring 

and a very accurate knowledge of the situation. They are published on its official website 

(http://www.regjeringen.no/nb/dep/kd/tema/barnehager.html?id=1029). 

 

 In the case of Ås’kinder, the target set with 

the children is summarized in the maxim: respect, 

commitment, joy. The undertaking shall apply 

equally to staff working at the Centre and to 

families or the students themselves (about one 

hundred children aged 0 to 5 years). Small, at his 

young age, have a very active role in the learning 

process. Based on the curriculum established by 

the government, the teaching team (29 

professionals from different areas of work) takes 

an adaptation that seeks to achieve the successful integration of school life in the social and 

natural environment of the commune. Ulrika Oterholm, director explains that follow the 

principles of the Italian system of L'Emilia, whose motto "Thinking Schools, Learning Nation" 

fits very well to the methodological approach and mentality of the region: "School success is 

the ability the teacher says your child to think, grow up thinking, to develop thinking and be 

able to achieve independence in their thinking. 

When the child succeeds, the teacher is 

successful" (Roberto Matosas). This system 

arouses great interest in Norwegian, but adapt it 

to their reality, to encourage the integration of 

children with nature. In this regard, the structural 

organization of the school, facilitates the 

development of outdoor activities which, from 

the health point of view enriches the 

bacteriological and viral immunity 

children. Surprisingly, in a cold climate country such as Norway, finding an identity so much of 

the population with its environment. But is it: water, snow, field, are customary elements of 

his natural idiosyncrasy, so that the school ensures that children are appropriately in that 

environment. Moreover, they do in an active way, for work-based learning projects that 

develop (seven projects, one for each area of learning), attaches great importance to reflection 

as a tool. The child is considered 

"competent person" and an active agent, 

which requires staff working in the center, 

to listen, take care and talk a lot with him, 

even, students also participate in the 

development of pedagogical 

documentation, believing and evaluating 

their development. This makes it 

extremely dynamic work in a continuous 

process of adaptation, involving the 

http://www.regjeringen.no/nb/dep/kd/tema/barnehager.html?id=1029


family, teachers, staff involved in school life, in a collaborative work system, with common 

goals and objectives and activities in active development. An educational system that seeks to 

help children learn to interpret the connections (neural, personal, social, relational ...) that 

exist between what they say, what they do, what they develop, ... and give it unity, a truly 

global sense. 

Madrid, August-2010. 
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